
A number of studies have revealed that the wireless microchips 
implanted under the skin of many pets to stop them becoming lost 
can significantly raise their risk of developing cancer. 
Millions of pets worldwide have the wireless chips implanted under the skin of 
their neck with details of home and owners should they get lost. 

The microchips which have been used so successfully to reunite lost pets with 
their owners are even used with some people for medical monitoring purposes. 

However new studies have found that mice implanted with the wireless 
microchips have developed cancer at an alarming rate. 

A recent French study found that 4.1% of mice out of a total of 1206 mice, 
developed cancer after being implanted with the devices and the researchers 
say the microchips were the cause of the tumours. 

The results of that study supports earlier research by both U.S. and German 
teams yet the FDA has approved the use of such microchips for humans. 

The manufacturers say they stand by their products but many cancer experts 
have expressed concern about their use in humans. 

http://spywriter.wordpress.com/2007/10/10/microchip-causes-cancer/ 

MicroChip causes cancer 
October 10th, 2007  

VeriChip causes cancer. 

“[…] a series of research articles spanning more than a decade found that mice 
and rats injected with glass-encapsulated RFID transponders developed 
malignant, fast-growing, lethal cancers in up to 1% to 10% of cases. The tumors 
originated in the tissue surrounding the microchips and often grew to completely 
surround the devices, the researchers said.” 
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MICROCHIP IMPLANTS CAUSE FAST-GROWING, MALIGNANT TUMORS IN 
LAB ANIMALS  

Damning research findings could spell the end of VeriChip  

The Associated Press will issue a breaking story this weekend revealing that 
microchip implants have induced cancer in laboratory animals and dogs, says 
privacy expert and long-time VeriChip opponent Dr. Katherine Albrecht.  

As the AP will report, a series of research articles spanning more than a decade 
found that mice and rats injected with glass-encapsulated RFID transponders 
developed malignant, fast-growing, lethal cancers in up to 1% to 10% of cases. 
The tumors originated in the tissue surrounding the microchips and often grew to 
completely surround the devices, the researchers said.   

Albrecht first became aware of the microchip-cancer link when she and her 
"Spychips" co-author, Liz McIntyre, were contacted by a pet owner whose dog 
had died from a chip-induced tumor. Albrecht then found medical studies 
showing a causal link between microchip implants and cancer in other animals. 
Before she brought the research to the AP's attention, the studies had somehow 
escaped public notice.  

A four-month AP investigation turned up additional documents, several of which 
had been published before VeriChip's parent company, Applied Digital Solutions, 
sought FDA approval to market the implant for humans. The VeriChip received 
FDA approval in 2004 under the watch of then Health and Human Services 
Secretary Tommy Thompson who later joined the company's board.  

Under FDA policy, it would have been VeriChip's responsibility to bring the 
adverse studies to the FDA's attention, but VeriChip CEO Scott Silverman claims 
the company was unaware of the research.  

Albrecht expressed skepticism that a company like VeriChip, whose primary 
business is microchip implants, would be unaware of relevant studies in the 
published literature.  

"For Mr. Silverman not to know about this research would be negligent. If he did 
know about these studies, he certainly had an incentive to keep them quiet," said 
Albrecht. "Had the FDA known about the cancer link, they might never have 



approved his company's product."  

Since gaining FDA approval, VeriChip has aggressively targeted diabetic and 
dementia patients, and recently announced that it had chipped 90 Alzheimer's 
patients and their caregivers in Florida. Employees in the Mexican Attorney 
General's Office, workers in a U.S. security firm, and club-goers in Europe have 
also been implanted.  

Albrecht expressed concern for those who have received a chip implant, urging 
them to get the devices removed as soon as possible.  

"These new revelations change everything," she said. "Why would anyone take 
the risk of having a cancer chip in their arm?"  

  

Chip Implants Linked to Animal Tumors 

By TODD LEWAN 
The Associated Press 
Saturday, September 8, 2007; 2:04 PM 

-- When the U.S. Food and Drug Administration approved implanting microchips 
in humans, the manufacturer said it would save lives, letting doctors scan the tiny 
transponders to access patients' medical records almost instantly. The FDA 
found "reasonable assurance" the device was safe, and a sub-agency even 
called it one of 2005's top "innovative technologies." 



But neither the company nor the regulators publicly mentioned this: A series of 
veterinary and toxicology studies, dating to the mid-1990s, stated that chip 
implants had "induced" malignant tumors in some lab mice and rats. 

"The transponders were the cause of the tumors," said Keith Johnson, a retired 
toxicologic pathologist, explaining in a phone interview the findings of a 1996 
study he led at the Dow Chemical Co. in Midland, Mich. 

Leading cancer specialists reviewed the research for The Associated Press and, 
while cautioning that animal test results do not necessarily apply to humans, said 
the findings troubled them. Some said they would not allow family members to 
receive implants, and all urged further research before the glass-encased 
transponders are widely implanted in people. 

To date, about 2,000 of the so-called radio frequency identification, or RFID, 
devices have been implanted in humans worldwide, according to VeriChip Corp. 
The company, which sees a target market of 45 million Americans for its medical 
monitoring chips, insists the devices are safe, as does its parent company, 
Applied Digital Solutions, of Delray Beach, Fla. 

"We stand by our implantable products which have been approved by the FDA 
and/or other U.S. regulatory authorities," Scott Silverman, VeriChip Corp. 
chairman and chief executive officer, said in a written response to AP questions. 

The company was "not aware of any studies that have resulted in malignant 
tumors in laboratory rats, mice and certainly not dogs or cats," but he added that 
millions of domestic pets have been implanted with microchips, without reports of 
significant problems. 

"In fact, for more than 15 years we have used our encapsulated glass 
transponders with FDA approved anti-migration caps and received no complaints 
regarding malignant tumors caused by our product." 

The FDA also stands by its approval of the technology. 

Did the agency know of the tumor findings before approving the chip implants? 
The FDA declined repeated AP requests to specify what studies it reviewed. 

The FDA is overseen by the Department of Health and Human Services, which, 
at the time of VeriChip's approval, was headed by Tommy Thompson. Two 
weeks after the device's approval took effect on Jan. 10, 2005, Thompson left his 
Cabinet post, and within five months was a board member of VeriChip Corp. and 
Applied Digital Solutions. He was compensated in cash and stock options. 

Thompson, until recently a candidate for the 2008 Republican presidential 
nomination, says he had no personal relationship with the company as the 



VeriChip was being evaluated, nor did he play any role in FDA's approval 
process of the RFID tag. 

"I didn't even know VeriChip before I stepped down from the Department of 
Health and Human Services," he said in a telephone interview. 

Also making no mention of the findings on animal tumors was a June report by 
the ethics committee of the American Medical Association, which touted the 
benefits of implantable RFID devices. 

Had committee members reviewed the literature on cancer in chipped animals? 

No, said Dr. Steven Stack, an AMA board member with knowledge of the 
committee's review. 

Was the AMA aware of the studies? 

No, he said. 

___ 

Published in veterinary and toxicology journals between 1996 and 2006, the 
studies found that lab mice and rats injected with microchips sometimes 
developed subcutaneous "sarcomas" _ malignant tumors, most of them encasing 
the implants. 

_ A 1998 study in Ridgefield, Conn., of 177 mice reported cancer incidence to be 
slightly higher than 10 percent _ a result the researchers described as 
"surprising." 

_ A 2006 study in France detected tumors in 4.1 percent of 1,260 microchipped 
mice. This was one of six studies in which the scientists did not set out to find 
microchip-induced cancer but noticed the growths incidentally. They were testing 
compounds on behalf of chemical and pharmaceutical companies; but they ruled 
out the compounds as the tumors' cause. Because researchers only noted the 
most obvious tumors, the French study said, "These incidences may therefore 
slightly underestimate the true occurrence" of cancer. 

_ In 1997, a study in Germany found cancers in 1 percent of 4,279 chipped mice. 
The tumors "are clearly due to the implanted microchips," the authors wrote. 

Caveats accompanied the findings. "Blind leaps from the detection of tumors to 
the prediction of human health risk should be avoided," one study cautioned. 
Also, because none of the studies had a control group of animals that did not get 
chips, the normal rate of tumors cannot be determined and compared to the rate 
with chips implanted. 



Still, after reviewing the research, specialists at some pre-eminent cancer 
institutions said the findings raised red flags. 

"There's no way in the world, having read this information, that I would have one 
of those chips implanted in my skin, or in one of my family members," said Dr. 
Robert Benezra, head of the Cancer Biology Genetics Program at the Memorial 
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in New York. 

Before microchips are implanted on a large scale in humans, he said, testing 
should be done on larger animals, such as dogs or monkeys. "I mean, these are 
bad diseases. They are life-threatening. And given the preliminary animal data, it 
looks to me that there's definitely cause for concern." 

Dr. George Demetri, director of the Center for Sarcoma and Bone Oncology at 
the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute in Boston, agreed. Even though the tumor 
incidences were "reasonably small," in his view, the research underscored 
"certainly real risks" in RFID implants. 

In humans, sarcomas, which strike connective tissues, can range from the highly 
curable to "tumors that are incredibly aggressive and can kill people in three to 
six months," he said. 

At the Jackson Laboratory in Maine, a leader in mouse genetics research and the 
initiation of cancer, Dr. Oded Foreman, a forensic pathologist, also reviewed the 
studies at the AP's request. 

At first he was skeptical, suggesting that chemicals administered in some of the 
studies could have caused the cancers and skewed the results. But he took a 
different view after seeing that control mice, which received no chemicals, also 
developed the cancers. "That might be a little hint that something real is 
happening here," he said. He, too, recommended further study, using mice, dogs 
or non-human primates. 

Dr. Cheryl London, a veterinarian oncologist at Ohio State University, noted: "It's 
much easier to cause cancer in mice than it is in people. So it may be that what 
you're seeing in mice represents an exaggerated phenomenon of what may 
occur in people." 

Tens of thousands of dogs have been chipped, she said, and veterinary 
pathologists haven't reported outbreaks of related sarcomas in the area of the 
neck, where canine implants are often done. (Published reports detailing 
malignant tumors in two chipped dogs turned up in AP's four-month examination 
of research on chips and health. In one dog, the researchers said cancer 
appeared linked to the presence of the embedded chip; in the other, the cancer's 
cause was uncertain.) 



Nonetheless, London saw a need for a 20-year study of chipped canines "to see 
if you have a biological effect." Dr. Chand Khanna, a veterinary oncologist at the 
National Cancer Institute, also backed such a study, saying current evidence 
"does suggest some reason to be concerned about tumor formations." 

Meanwhile, the animal study findings should be disclosed to anyone considering 
a chip implant, the cancer specialists agreed. 

To date, however, that hasn't happened. 
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My Pet ID Collar has many important features:  
1.  Hypo Allergic, 
 

2.  No Choke Breakaway Collar, 
 
3.  The Glow in the dark feature is 
heat activated by the pets own 
body heat, so no more tripping 
over your pets at night in the 
bedroom, the collar can be seen 
up to 50 feet away, under the 
house or behind the brushes,  
 
4.  The ID number, website and toll 
free information are all thermal 
heat pressed  into to the collar so 
it is scratch resistant, water proof, 
elements that will not rust.   
  

No, bringing the lost pet to a local 
veterinary or shelter.  
 
The Finder never has to leave 
there home to find the pet owner.   
 
All they do with My Pet ID Collar is 
go online and contact the owner 
ASAP or call the toll free number. 
 
My Pet ID Collar is the only 
certified visually coded 
security system world wide for 
pets.  This collar will help 
bring your pet home if they are 
lost. 

 

  

     

 


